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VENTURE FORWARD, Sheffield Hallam University

18th March 2009, 10AM – 4PM
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WestEE was invited to take part in the Venture Forward event together with students from 40 other universities. All WestEE members were informed about the event in December and 5 first students had the chance to register and receive free train tickets from WestEE. All attendees are WestEE members: 
· Asimina Protopappa

· Kinga Pap

· Nzenwa Onukwube

· Gerald Kiberu

· Andrew Mina

The event consisted of set of workshops and competitions, each one of them lasting approximately one hour. Each member had a different timetable; therefore there was a wide range of activities available. The event was organized only by the students from the Sheffield Hallam University Students’ Union which makes it even a bigger success. They have already posted some photographs on their website: http://www.ventureforward.org.uk/
Experience of students: 

ASIMINA PROTOPAPPA

1. The activities I took part in Venture Forward were: 

a. The briefing on the particularities of self-employment. That, I found a bit dull because it was very general and the information was well-known to me, although I am not even studying business.

b. The round tables event, where we met interesting self-employed professionals or high executives of well established businesses. Overall, it was very inspirational. I was lucky enough to get the contact number of a particular lady that plans to do a documentary in North England and invited me to participate. As I have studied film directing in the past, this is a brilliant opportunity for me to get some practice. I couldn't be more excited for the outcome of this particular event!

c. The xing, a simulation game. This was the part of the event where we (students) were encouraged to apply our learned skills on marketing. It was great fun to collaborate with students from other universities in order to come up with an idea of an appealing, innovative product and then design our course of action in order to introduce and establish it in the market. My group managed to come up with a good idea, we demonstrated a sound knowledge of marketing strategy, we presented the product well in front of a 'dragon's den' type committee and ... we eventually won the prize!

 

2. What have you gained from the event – Did you learn anything new? Did you make any useful contacts?

The event has been very helpful and great fun all together. Apart from the contact that I mentioned above, I met new business driven young people from other Universities, as well as people from my own University. It is a very inspirational crowd! I learned some new things, related to marketing and, as I am currently studying law, it gave me an insight to the world of business. Thrilling!

 

3. The event was organized by students only. What would you do differently if we’d do it at Westminster?
It would be great to organize a similar event at Westminster University! I would only change the dull part of the lecture on self-employment generalities. It is good to start with a small theoretical initiation but make sure that the lecturer is lively and enthusiastic and that he provides some interesting and not so basic information.

 

Overall, I was very pleased to have joined and I thank you very much for the opportunity.

KINGA PAP

What activities did you take part in at Venture Forward? Did you enjoy them?
I took part in some lectures, like law, that was not very interesting.

Pitching, that was fun. Especially the new products we got to know about.

3 minutes discussion, round table. That was very interesting most of the cases. Some people (the guest) didn't really enjoy being there, that was a bit disappointing. But others were very enthusiastic and motivating.

   

What have you gained from the event – Did you learn anything new? Did you make any useful contacts?

I have met a few people who set up their own business and are very proud of it, want to start my now :)

 
The event was organized by students only. What would you do differently if we’d do it at Westminster? 
Maybe use a little more colour at advertising to catch attention. 

I am not sure if it is a good idea, but they could have collected a small fee £5, and if someone doesn't turn up keep it, refund the rest. It might be off putting, so maybe not a good idea

Maybe the people there could have interacted more with the people who came for the event, like little chats with some people at lunch etc.

Otherwise it was very nice. I enjoyed it overall.
