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London, 8 April 2006

An Appeal from the Gathering in Solidarity with
Iraqi Scholars and Academics

After the suffering endured by Iragis under Saddam Hussein’s tyrannical regime
and the distress caused by successive wars, undeserved sanctions and the
period of occupation, Iraq is now being torn apart by violence and acts of
terrorism that encompass many parts of its society. These incidents threaten the
unity and the stability of the country. They impede its journey towards democratic
change. They prevent Iraqgis from enjoying freedom and from making full use of
the country’s resources. Finally, they hinder Iraq’s economic revival, the
advancement of its society and the flowering of its culture.

The country is dependant on the resource of its scholars, scientists, doctors and
all of its competent professionals, both for its physical rebuilding and for the
shaping of its future. However, the destructive forces of terrorism stand in the
way of this and prevent Irag from achieving its rightful ambitions. These forces
have embarked on a campaign to scare the scientific community through the
assassination of a number of its members. Amongst those who have been killed
are scholars, thinkers, academics, doctors, engineers and experts from all other
fields. Many others have been threatened and forced into exile. Those who are
abroad have been prevented from returning to their country.

The lives and families of many scholars and academics have been endangered
by the lack of security and by the widespread disturbances, brought about by civil
discord, terrorist attacks and racial and sectarian pride. The failure to set up a
government administration that is able to ensure peace and maintain security has
affected scholars and academics from various races, religions, sects and political
persuasions, making them the victims of extremism, revenge attacks, organised
gangs, assassinations and kidnappings. The situation has deteriorated to the
point that it involves a number of universities, leading to the disruption of
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university life and the derailment of education. The staffs of these universities
have been prevented from carrying out their activities and their educational work.

We, the academics and scholars of Iraq, along with a number of prominent Iraqis
and with the invitation of the Iraq Higher Education Organising Committee, the
Imam Al-Khoei Foundation, and the Association of Iraqgi Academics in the UK, in
our meeting in London, stand today in humble reverence and in admiration of the
memory of the noble scholars, thinkers and academics from all fields, that have
been lost. These men have been killed at the hands of criminals and terrorists,
who have prevented them from working towards the rebuilding and the prosperity
of our beloved country. In this, our appeal, we draw attention to the dangers
facing Irag and we demand from the lIraqgi government and from all the
organisations of civil society, as well as from all noble and honourable people,
that they strive to meet the following requests:

1. That those in power in Iraq resolve to take up their responsibility; that they
take steps to prevent these dangers, offering the necessary protection to
academics and scholars, in order to preserve their lives and their honour;
that they charge the legal system with the criminal investigation of these
crimes; seeking out the groups and individuals that are responsible and
bringing them to justice.

2. That the Iraqi government and those responsible within the universities
take the speediest of measures in order to offer protection to all members
of the educational authorities and their families, such as offering the
necessary accommodation in the restricted university area, as well as the
guarantee of protection in all forms that may be necessary to them.

3. That those responsible within the Iraqi government, the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research and the universities act to preserve the
sanctity of universities and to prevent the intrusion of political parties and
religious groups from affecting the functioning of the academic
establishments.

4. That the political and religious parties and organisations respect the
sanctity of the universities and do not use them as platforms for their
propaganda, their activities and their political and religious rivalries.

5. That universities must be accorded the status of “safe sanctuaries” and
that the security services and the army undertake to abide by this, in
accordance with the fact that the security of academics is part of the
security situation in Iraq.

6. That the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research take special
guardianship of the children and families of the academics that have been
killed, accord them their rightful pension rights and facilitate their
education.
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7. That universities in the US and UK, along with the other European states
and all other countries, strive to make spaces available for members of the
Iragi education community who wish to take sabbaticals. Iraqi institutions
and their counterparts abroad should give the necessary assistance,
financial and otherwise, in this regard.

8. That a principle of national unity be established, superseding all
differences; that the motives for division and schism be removed and that
the necessity of democratic principles and human rights should be
established.

9. That academic freedoms be guaranteed, along with the strengthening of
the right of university professors to express their scientific opinion within
the sanctity of a university. Work should be done to legislate for the
guaranteed freedom of research and thought and expression in the
academic institutions.

10.That Iragi academics abroad, by means of their institutions, organise a
campaign that undertakes to:

a. Call attention to the suffering of scholars and academics in Iraq,
mobilising universities and scientific centres the world over to join
them in combating the violence and terrorism which they suffer.

b. Request from UNESCO and the international, Arab and Islamic
organisations that they take the necessary measures to protect
Irag’s precious resource of scholars and academics and that they
help them to overcome this ordeal.

These recommendations were agreed upon in a meeting in the Imam Al-Khoei
Foundation in London on April 8" 2006, with over 70 academics in attendance
from various parts of the UK and Eire. To contact the organising committee,
please write to Dr Abbas Al-Hussaini at alhussa@wmin.ac.uk.

IHEOC, Al-Khoei Foundation, London, 8 April 2006 3




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


