Email from Iraq’s permanent Ambassador to UNESCO, Dr Muhyi Alkateeb

Received on7 April 2006

Dear Dr. Al Hussaini,


I would like to thank Al-Khoei Foundation and you for organizing a meeting to support Iraqi academics and scientists.  I wish I had known of this meeting earlier, I would have attend it.   

Since the problem of Iraqi academics started, I have been in contact with Director General of the UNESCO.  My efforts have been focused on finding a way to deal with the loss or Iraqi academics by either killing or forcing them to leave the country.  I started by:

1. Writing a letter to the Director General of the UNESCO in December 2005 explaining to him the Iraqi academics ordeal.

2. A second letter was written to the Director General in April of this year.

3. I provided the office of the Director General a list with the names of professors, scientists, physicians, and academics that were killed in Iraq. 

4. Meeting with the International Committee for the Protection of Iraqi Academics members to discuss ways to help Iraqi academics.

5. Arrange for a meeting, members of the committee and I, with the Director General on April 14, 2006 at 10:00 at the UNESCO headquarter in Paris.  The meeting will address what academics are facing in Iraq by being assassinated or pushed to leave the country.  If you would like to join us for this meeting, you are welcomed.

Will you please inform the participants in your meeting with our attempts in increase the international community’s awareness and concern for Iraqi academics. 

Finally, I would like to value your efforts in this matter that is a main concern for all of us.

Muhyi Alkateeb

