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 Abstract
Graphological investigations into nationality are not new and literature show that graphology can be applied to Hebrew, Arabic, Cyrillic and the many other forms of written expression. This paper aims to explore multi-ethnic society along with cultural and social integration. The aim is to discover any implications for graphology. The author makes the observation that Darwin’s theory of evolution applies to human society. Specifically there is a struggle, no two individuals are the same and we are in a state of change. To show evidence of social diversity, the population of a part of London is examined. The developmental model proposed by the psychologist Erik H. Erikson is then applied to the arrival of people into an existing society. This then leads to the identification of twelve different types of people who may come to the attention of the graphologist. The analysis of three of these should be limited to graphologists who specialise in children. The other nine types are likely to be part of the work of any graphologist. Handwritings from these groups must show a great degree of variability from each other and may be very different from the integrated members of a population. The author therefore suggests that graphologists should know the type before starting an analysis. If interpretation is enriched by prior knowledge of sex, age and handedness, then multicultural typology information must surely be of benefit to all parties concerned.
Introduction
An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman is a form of joke we have in my country. You probably have an equivalent. For example 

“An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman arrived at a railway station very drunk. A railway employee helped The Englishman and The Scotsman onto the train. After it departed he turned to The Irishman and said, 'I'm sorry sir that I couldn't get you on the train.' 'My friends will be sorry too,' said The Irishman, 'they just came to say goodbye to me.'”
"A Chinese girl, an Indian man and an Arab apply for a job in London..." This is no joke - it is today's reality! Moreover it is today's challenge for the graphologist. Graphological investigations into nationality are not new, over 200 items can be identified (see Yalon 2003 Chapter 14), a few of which are books rather than articles. Camillo Baldi spoke of the different nature of people in his homeland, depending on their origins. Isaac D'Israeli in 1824 spoke of nationalities and we can find numerous other examples. The risk with these approaches is a danger of simple attribution of single label to a group of people. This has been called "stereotyping", so it is very easy to suggest that, for example, Italians are lively and excitable whereas the English are reserved and judgemental.   Stereotyping has been criticised as simplistic and misleading; initiatives have emerged to protest against it, for example the European Multicultural Foundation (EMF) is committed to promoting the positive aspects of multiculturalism and cultural diversity.
The graphologist is in a unique position to encourage clients to develop an understanding of individual differences.  But at the same time graphology can identify the areas where there are group similarities.  Dafna Yalon made an original contribution to this field in 2003 by bringing together articles by ten distinguished experts from three continents, specializing in the most popular writing systems of the world. The book shows that graphology can be applied to Hebrew, Arabic, Cyrillic and the many other ways used in written expression. This paper aims to take Yalon’s work further by a focus on the society; it is an exploration of multi-ethnic society along with the area of cultural and social integration. If we accept that handwriting quality is a result of personality and that personality is formed by nature and nurture, then we must go further. The “nurture” element derives from educational resources such as teachers and teaching systems, culture, social groups, friends, family and so on. If that process of nurture is interrupted then this must surely leave a mark on the personality. The aim of this paper is to discover any observations that may have implications for graphology.
The Theory of Evolution

The 12th February 2009 was Charles Darwin’s 200th birthday. In Britain we have had numerous exhibitions and activities that remind us of his contribution to science. He has a place of honour on our money: his picture is on the ten pound note! His book On the Origin of the Species was published 24 November 1859, and generated a great deal of scientific and religious debate. The book delivered many new notions into a very religious society; he discovered that changes occurred that could be attributed to environments and evolution. Looking at the original work (Darwin 1859) and by those of commentators (for example Mayr 1982) there are some aspects of Darwin that are relevant to graphology and have therefore been re-worded and adapted for the purpose of examining graphology in a multi-cultural society.
· Population size keeps itself constant therefore a struggle for survival is evident in population members

· No two individuals are the same and these differences are inherited.

· Individual differences affect chances of survival 

· Environmental differences affect chances of survival
· Populations adapt to the environment over time and change
Evidence of Social Diversity

If we take just one population species: the human race; then let us look at the differences. Let us look at what has been called “social diversity”.  One useful definition comes from the Worldbank (2008) " the diverse social groups composing a society. Diversity may be identified on the basis of gender, ethnicity, religion, age and culture, as well as 'spatial' (geographic) and economic characteristics. These social categories are important for they are important to the people who use them to define themselves and their neighbors. They can form the basis for vested interests, provoke or restrain action, and determine access to opportunity. The diversity categories can be achieved, ascribed or mixed. Most categories can be flexible and are often a matter of perception."
Now come to Great Britain in the present day and let us look at a small part of North London. This is where I live. My newsagent is owned by two brothers, of Indian origin but they grew up in Kenya and moved to the UK. Neighbours on my street are from Trinidad and Tobago, China, Poland, Slovenia, Italy, France, Malaysia, India, Pakistan, New Zealand, Australia, and Germany. There are others from Birmingham, Newcastle, Wales and I was born in Derbyshire. Despite this being busy, urban London, we are on talking terms, we greet each other regularly. We are looking at a total population of over 200 thousand people in this area (ONS 2001 and Mackintosh 2006/7). Along with Table 1, here are some interesting aspects from the statistics available:
· 47 per cent were Christian, 20 per cent were Hindu, 7 per cent were Muslim and 6 per cent were Jewish. 

· 59% of Harrow’s residents were White and 41% belonged to other ethnic groups
· The largest ethnic minority group was the “Indian” category - 22% of the population.
Table 1 Number and percentage in the 16 ethnic categories, Harrow
 Source: 2001 Census
	Ethnic Group
	
	Number

	White 
	British
	103,207

	
	Irish
	9057

	
	Other
	9279

	Mixed
	White & Black Caribbean
	1371

	
	White & Black African
	630

	
	White & Asian
	2017

	
	Other mixed
	1816

	Asian or Asian British
	Indian
	45310

	
	Pakistani
	4321

	
	Bangladeshi
	950

	
	Other Asian
	10734

	Black or Black British
	Black Caribbean
	6118

	
	Black African
	5658

	
	Black Other
	932

	Chinese or other
	Chinese
	2568

	
	Other
	2845

	Total
	
	206813


These basic divisions of society have interesting implications when analysed in relation to household size, qualifications, type of occupation, income and so on. We can see groups that are disadvantaged and others who are in a favourable situation from many viewpoints.  The population is also changing, people join the population, whether by birth or as new residents who arrive from other parts of Britain or abroad. On the other hand people leave the population because residents move to other parts of Britain or abroad, and of course there are deaths.
This examination of just 0.3per cent of British society indicates great diversity. It was intended to show evidence of social diversity. All other localities in Britain have another story to tell. If we do not find multiculturalism we find biculturalism, monocultural societies exist but are hard to identify.  If we go to Europe as a whole we have a similar (and different) picture; if we go to every one of the 195 official independent countries of the world we see numerous cultural mixes. The USA elected the first black president recently, the US Census Bureau predicts that whites will be a minority by 2042 (Elsworth 2008).
Given this situation we must agree with Darwin and say that “no two individuals are the same” and that is the strength of graphology. Graphology is able to identify and describe these differences with the intention of furthering understanding of each other, to find roles where potential and talent can be put to good use.

A Multicultural Population Typology
Multicultural populations are different, so let us explore the types of people that make up a mixed society. Erikson, a German-American psychologist, proposed a developmental model which had eight stages. Each stage has a crisis which indicates a struggle for the individual at a certain point in his or her life. I have reduced the eight stages down to three and simplified the description in order to adapt the idea from the original. You are urged to consult the original author for the full descriptions (Erikson1950,1959, 1968). Let us say that people pass through these three phases in their life:

(1) 
The crisis of identity

(2) 
The crisis of generativity

(3) 
The crisis of integrity

In our crisis of identity, we are seeking to ‘stamp’ our ‘mark’ on the world by creating an identity. After this phase is passed, we enter a crisis of generativity, whereby our energies are concentrated on reproducing ourselves - or at least the identity we develop - often through offspring or our pupils. Finally we look back on our achievements before leaving the world - the last phase is our crisis of integrity. The crises seem to follow physical age. To simplify this, we see grandparents in the integrity stage, parents in the generativity stage and children in the identity crisis. I would suggest that the three stages do not occur in everyone; others may have their crises in a different order and in others the stages may be repeated.  Nevertheless these stages are used in table 2 to describe the nature of mixed society. Age ranges are added, not least to prompt debate.

For this analysis it is valuable to know how long it takes newcomers to integrate into society. US studies indicate that employment differentials between immigrants and natives may disappear after ten years of residence (Chiswick et al., 1997), however this is indicative, because another paper on this topic (Nekby 2002) concluded that in Sweden “ immigrant groups with over twenty years residency continue to show a significant employment gap to natives”. Nevertheless the figure of 10 years has been used in the table.
To continue to categorise people into useful age groups, but now for graphological purposes, Robert Saudek is useful. He discussed “graphic maturity” and defined it as the mastery of writing. When graphic maturity is achieved it means that an individual is able to write spontaneously, without paying too much attention to the formation of letters, words or phrases. Saudek suggested that people who have not reached graphic maturity should be treated as special cases in graphological analysis. 
In reviewing numerous studies in handwriting there is evidence to say that graphic maturity is reached around 10-11 years of age. For example, in a study of 172 children aged 8-12 the researcher Wills (1938) found that handwriting ‘quality’ stays constant after 10 years of age. Lena (1977) collected writing specimens from 841 school pupils and 150 adults.  Measurements of the small letter height (known as calibre in Italian) were measured and averaged. The height of the writing appears to remain constant from 10 years into adulthood.  Such studies may indicate that graphic maturity is reached at around 10 years of age.
Let us go further and suggest that before handwriting is mastered, drawing behaviour can be related to age. I would suggest that “drawing maturity” can be identified earlier, at about six years of age. Gesell (1971) cites a study attributed to Thompson that examined spontaneous drawing behaviour of infants. Drawing behaviour was observed, categorised and cross analysed by age for over 200 infants. Between the ages of one and three years there appears to be a decrease in pressure used on the paper. This seems to correlate with greater control over the writing action.  The obvious conclusion is that the older the child, the greater the likelihood that scribbles become drawings.  This study suggests that some form of drawing maturity is reached at six years.
This Multicultural Typology is simplified. It should be stated that data drawn from studies are averages. Lena, for example, mentions that there is variation in “calibre” from school to school, even from class to class. Davie et al (1972) show differences in the writings of children coming from different social classes and regions in the UK.

Table 2 A Multicultural Typology
Source: Bradley 2009, derived from Saudek, Erikson and other sources
	Age
	Recent Arrival
(below 5 years in society)
	Mature arrival
(6-10 years in society)
	Long term arrival
(over 10 years in society)

	Crisis of Identity I

Pre-drawing maturity
0-5 years
	TYPE A
Fully integrated


	Group does not exist
	Group does not exist

	Crisis of Identity II

Pre-graphic maturity 

6-10years
	TYPE B
Partially or
Not integrated


	TYPE C
Partially or
Fully integrated


	Group does not exist

	Crisis of Identity III  
10-25 years
	TYPE 1
Partially or

Not integrated
	TYPE 4
Partially integrated


	TYPE 7
Fully integrated



	Crisis of generativity
26-60 years
	TYPE 2
Not integrated


	TYPE 5
Partially integrated

Not integrated


	TYPE 8
Fully integrated

Partially integrated

Not integrated

	Crisis of integrity-over 60 years
	TYPE 3
Not integrated


	TYPE 6
Partially integrated
Not integrated
	TYPE 9
Fully integrated

Partially integrated

Not integrated


Implications for graphology

There is a belief that we need to know certain things before analysis: sex, age and handedness, because knowledge of these can enrich interpretation. Surely this should also be the case for social integration. Therefore knowledge of arrival in a society may be necessary before a correct graphological analysis can take place.  A graphological analysis will be enriched if we know which of the nine types a person is. We may suggest what unique things they can offer or what challenges they face.

In the cases where individuals come to a society and begin writing a new language, they may not have reached graphic maturity in that language, which may also make graphological analysis invalid.
If we follow Saudek’s guidance we should say that Types A, B and C should not be subject to graphological examination. However, since Saudek’s day we have seen much work in the area of the handwriting of children; this is now a specialist sector that has developed and there are graphologists who work extremely well. They can therefore discuss whether the distinction between my types A, B and C are useful in their work. A recent graphological paper on these types looked at diversity in schoolchildren in Uruguay (Capasso and Ortiz 2008). Incidentally to give these types some perspective, in England and Wales in 2007 there were 690,000 births and 23% of these were to mothers born outside Britain (Tibbets 2008).
Turning to the categories that have been designated from type 1 to 9 there is a great deal of scope for graphological attention. The handwritings of types 1-3 must surely indicate personalities that are not at ease with their situation. Type 1 covers many age groups who are developing in different ways so the variability will be the greatest. Graphologically they will have learnt to write in a different locality, a different country, perhaps in a different language, so there will be certain pressures on the individual. Type 3 individuals have reached a point in their lives where they resist change, indeed at this point of “integrity” they are looking back on their achievements and recent mobility must surely be low down on the list of achievements.

The handwritings of types 4-6 represent groups who have had sufficient time to find their place in the new society; however the older age groups may still find it difficult to adjust to the new situation.
The handwritings of types 7-9 are more likely to resemble the handwritings of so-called “natives”.   However there will be some individuals, particularly in type 9, who still resist integration into local society. We can cite examples of British abroad who socialise with other “Brits”, eat food from Britain and continue to speak English. Conversely in London we find Asian communities who have no need to learn English, change diet or to mix outside their chosen groups.
If we return to Darwin we can see that “Populations adapt to the environment over time and change” and this must surely be evident in the handwriting of these 9 groups, and in any one individual over their period of integration into a society.
Conclusions

Darwin’s theory of evolution without doubt applies to human society. There is certainly a struggle for territory, no two individuals are the same and we are constantly in a state of change. To show evidence of social diversity, the population of a part of London has been examined. It is useful to apply the developmental model proposed by Erikson to the arrival of people into an existing society because it allows us to identify twelve different types of people who may come to the attention of the graphologist. The analysis of three of these should be limited to graphologists who specialise in children. The other nine types are likely to be part of the work of any graphologist. Handwritings from these groups must show a great degree of variability from each other and may be very different from the integrated members of a population. We therefore suggest that graphologists should know the type before starting an analysis. If interpretation is enriched by prior knowledge of sex, age and handedness, then multicultural typology information must surely be of benefit to all parties concerned.
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