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Module Aims 
 
This modules aims to offer a unique overview of the diversity of modern 
formation in Chinese societies, with particular attention to issues of nation, 
class and gender. It will examine the complex influences of colonialism, 
nationalism and global capitalism in the formation of different paths to 
modernity in the Chinese socio-political world. Within this context, it will further 
examine issues of class and gender identity in the diverse societal and 
political processes of Chinese modernity. It will also look at the ramifications 
of diverse cultural formations, as manifested in contemporary China, Hong 



Kong, Taiwan and elsewhere, for prevailing theories of culture. Finally, it will 
examine the processes of traditional revivalism, cultural syncretism and 
multiculturalism that contribute to better understanding of transnationalism 
and postnationalism. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
By the end of the module, students should be able to: 
 
1. demonstrate a broad understanding of the complexity of contemporary 

Chinese cultural and social experiences, as they have evolved 
historically; 

 
2. develop a critical understanding of geopolitical and socio-economic 

conditions that have given rise to different cultural formations in the 
Chinese world; 

 
3. apply their cross-cultural knowledge to evaluate the viability of ongoing 

trends toward ‘Greater China’, ‘Cultural China’ and other forms of 
cultural hybridity; 

 
4. formulate clearly structured and well-articulated arguments about 

relevant issues in written form. 
 
Indicative Syllabus Content 
 
The module will start with an overview of the diversity of Chinese cultural 
formations in the modern world, with an emphasis on introducing the kinds of 
issues debated in the interdisciplinary approach of cultural studies. On this 
basis, it will go on to examine the historical and cultural constructions and 
transformations of Chinese modernity; Chinese nationalism from global and 
local perspectives; cultural ideologies and political processes between Maoist 
and reform China; changing cultural constructions of class, gender and 
identity in China; ethnic nationalism in the ‘borderlands’; tradition in post-war 
Taiwan; cultural transformations of colonialism and modernity in Hong Kong; 
historical and ethnographic overviews of the Southeast Asian Chinese 
Diaspora; ethnic and cultural mediations in Singapore; ‘Greater China’, 
‘Cultural China’, and other transnational entities. 
 
Teaching and Learning Methods 
 
Seminars and talks (including student presentations). 
 
Assessment Rationale 
 
For a core module based on readings of the key theorists in the field of 
cultural studies, students should be able to demonstrate a sound critical grasp 
of the issues involved. For this reason, students will be asked to write two 
short essays in which they may demonstrate their familiarity with the themes 
and approaches of the module. 



 
Assessment Criteria 
 
The assessment criteria for this module are designed to test students’ ability 
to present a reasoned study of a topic concisely and coherently in written 
form. For information on requirements and marking criteria for writing 
assignments, see MAIS Student Handbook, Section 7.3. Further guidelines 
will be issued to students when the module begins. 



Assessment Methods and Weightings 
 
2 essays of 2,500 words (50% each) 
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