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WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION AND A NEW FOREWORD  
PLUS A NEW CHAPTER “REVISITING THE DAMASCUS MODEL” 

 

A critique of modern Islamic political thought on the ‘state’, this book 
takes the form of a three‐part dialogue with the West, with Islamic 
tradition and with 20th‐century Muslim thinkers. The author discusses the 
divide between Islamic values and the basic principles which guide 
Western political thought. He traces the development of Muslim 
constitutional practice and considers the current debate on the nature of 
and desirability for an ‘Islamic state’.  
 
In the new chapter specially authored for this second edition, Dr El‐
Affendi attempts to bring new insights into the nature of the Righteous 
Caliphate. He discusses the limitations of the Caliphate model and 
compares it to the ‘Damascus’ model. He also compares these two 
models with other historical models to put their problems and limitations 
in the wider perspectives.  
 
“El‐Affendi has a model in mind which may surprise you ….. A confede‐
ration of democratic states based on the model of the European Union. 
Now that would be a caliphate that I can imagine myself living in!” 

‐ Inayat Bunglawala, Assistant Secretary‐General, 
Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), July 2007 

 
“When it was first published in 1991, Who Needs An Islamic State? was a 
groundbreaking text designed to kick start fresh thinking on Muslim 
political thought. Almost two decades later, it has lost none of its 
potency.” 

‐ Professor Ziauddin Sardar (January 2008)  
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